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Homo universalis
The portrait right in the middle was calculated from more than 
3,300 individual photographs of people who were photogra-
phed by the artist in a lifelong project in China. Croatia, Finland, 
France, Germany, Indonesia, Ireland, Japan, Korea, Luxembourg, 
Spain and Zambia. The related software he developed together 
with students of the IF Lab, a division of InterFace AG, Unter-
haching, Germany. The project is not yet finished; it will give 
further explorations in other countries around the globe. With 
this work, the artist tries to find out more about who we are. 
All people being photographed are part of the artwork and thus 
also part of the questions that are behind it.

Wolf Nkole Helzle
Helzle works with photography, video, installations, and perfor-
mances. Many of his works are of a participative nature; the 
audience, guests, passers-by, and visitors share in the artistic 
process. One of the essential themes of his artistic work is the 
question concerning the relationship between the individual 
and the collective. He pursues this question in both a national 
as well as an international context, such as at the Ogaki Bien-
nale in Japan or at the Biennale media_city Seoul in South Ko-
rea. He was invited to work in Lusaka, Zambia, by the National 
Visual Arts Council, the College of Art and Design, Beijing, and 
to participate in numerous German and European exhibition 
projects and festivals (www.helzle.com).
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With his mobil photo studio the artist is travelling 
all around the world to places where he is invited. 

At the place of interaction with the local people 
you´ll find a black fabric as background, a chair for 
the visitors, one for the photographer, one flash 
light behind him, a computer on the table and a 
digital camera. 
In the foreground of this more technical descrip-
tion you´ll find an open hearted, appreciative and 
friendly welcome and interaction. Often there is 
also space for questions and discussing the issues. 
It is the opposite of a closed shop and mostly it is 
very funny with much of laugh.

After the photoshooting Helzle is calculating the 
results. There are two pictures for the exhibition 
at a place who is reachable for the public: The one 
picture includes all single portraits of the partici-
pants, the other one shows a multiple portrait out 
of all of them. 
Wolf Nkole Helzle uses a special developed face 
recognition and transparency-software tool to do 
so. Related to the local circumstances the pictu-
res will be printed on different materials and sizes 
like paper or fabric or just projected onto a sur-
face like a wall, inside or outside of a public buil-
ding like a museum, a community hall or others.

This artwork creates something with the involved 
communities. It is a participating and pictorial lan-
guage, discussing the issues of humankind, were 
we all parts of. On this level we are on an equal 
basis. The work is able to show both sides of life, 
the differences between us and the equality at the 
same time. Only together it makes sense. 
Out of it, a deeper understanding of life, why we 
are here, what we have to do, what we are res-
ponsible for, what is our reachness ... is animated 
and sustainable visible as a new kind of a portrait 
of a community.
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